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THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE STRATEGIC STUDIES REPORT ABSTRACT

~

Title: The Soviet Courterprcopaganda Campaign

Suther: Thomas S. Zysk, Commander, USN

Date: March 1385

This study adresses <tnhne current Soviet counterpranagarnda
campaign. Soviatr @amhasis  on countersropaganrda has been

intersified by the l=2adsrs =f +the Soviet Un

prs

an i the eighties.
Countergropaganda is wussd by the Sovists to cIaountsr-  foreign

influence o the internal 3¥fairs of tha Saovizt Unizs Su% qers

importantly it is used t2 lay tlame =zlsswtera f23+ 3 haosh of
sociz2tal  and systesic  Zroblems, In ravigwisg Tha2  ourrert
cournterprozaganda campaigr ae develop an aspapresiation for Lhe

interral priblems which are most worriscme to the leadersz-ip of
tre Soviet Urion. The issces of natizralism;, languags, -a214

cantact with Fforiegrer-s, anrgd youth  are  zeroblzrs whizh  have

motivated the Sov:ies= %= intensify Taln cawrzaioe, ThiEsw

problemic igssues ar2 2xaminz2d in 1ight of Row they a-ce dealt wiih
in counterproasaganrda == 1a. Tr addiftiom, Lthe mears whith western
Ly . -— ‘ .

infiuence peretrates Toviaet cscoiety will he discussed with Sovist

coricerns in this rega-d.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Title: The Soviet Courterpropagarnda Campaign

Since the sarly nineteen eighties the Soviest leaderships has
directed a stepped up cocunterpropaganda  campaign to  courter
western  influence o their society. By studying this
counterpropaganda campaigr we  learm more than the extent of
western influence on Soviet society.. We gain an appreciatioh for
sociatal and systemic problems from the prospective of their
lzadershin. Counterpropazanda i3 often wsed to lay the blame on

external scurces for sooietasl z-oblems as well as an idecolng

pae

cail

scapegoat for systemic crolliems.

The Sovizts speak in their litarature of counterpropaganca as a

psychoalagical war to nourter subverslive propaganda

=l 2rigirnating
fram the west. These a2fforts follow two bhasic prirmciplas., Ine
is the unmasking or disclcsi-g %The motivaticzsns hakird western

praopaganda and the <t-w@- 13 tao Zuild an idesloglical irnvuniiy to

western influence.

The Soviats agz- .. s2varal najor issues 1% their
counterpropagarda casfolgo. Cre 1S the diverce ethnic
nationalities and languages that are a Rurdlsa ta . the
"internatioralizatiorn" =f “rne.r~ society. Wastern influence 1is



linked to various forms of nationalistic iderntity - in  the
counterpropaganda campaign. The rnext issue i3 religion. Because
of an official policy of atheism, the Scviets fzel assaulted on
the religicus front. Catholicisnyg Ziconism, T=lam, etc. zare
undesireable forces in the Soviet Unicn. Counterpropagarda  is
used to combat their spread. Rs a result of the
counterpropaganda campaign the Saoviets have payed closer
attention to contacts wikth foreigners who are ancther source of
unwarnted intrusion on their society. The last issue is the magor
concern. The susceptitility of youth to undesired influence.
There is a real fascination by younger Russians ~ith youth
culture in the west. The youitn issue 1s the most pervasive in

czurnterpropazarda writing; ~owavar, 1t alss aspears to be the

fe

sast effective amourg yoiakh, therefore the greatest Doncern.

b

~he Scviats see foreige influernce in socoizty being chavnelad

!

through  emigrant conmnect ions, sunversive literatura, foreig”

cantacts and e2lz2ctronic nedia. Radio is the greatest source o f

4

Ry studying the divecsizr of the counterprogaganda cre2  gets A

feeling for the raw re- /23 - the Soviet leadership. 1t beconss
ahvious that a conver 77 oy fey  tSe Saviet leadership o deal
with societal problers - - assail the United States, casitalisn

arnd western standarcs.



INTRODUCTION

The woard countergrofpaganda has resounded 1n the Sovied
laxicon in recent y2ar~s Zefining a foous =)} igsgues oFf

concern within the CSoviet Urnicone Counterpropaganda i

0
(34
o
n

reinterpretation 2f Western influernce on Soviet scociaty.
The purpose of this pager will be to examine the current
Soviet cocunterpropagarda carpaign and tha areas to  which

countergropaganda L= a2gsiled. It will provide gquotes from

Toviet literaturs £ give -2 reader the flavor of 3Soviet
oTurter3rozgaganda statermerts. By examnining
coustErpropagarda we "ozefally w111 galin an appraciation fFor
“=zga irflierces o Bowvist soclety which corcerr the Zoviek
lzadav-shiz,

Tma ~xord 2ropagzanca (3 afilizad smors in th2  Catholic
zanse in the Soviat Ur . - zs & mears for =22uceting peocple in
a doctrine. Far o cezzn it i3 helpfol £ 2xamicre how
tr~=2 Soviets define :-aganda.

Tal dictigrary a=2finss
CEYTS =¥ countering  the
- atout Tiha destiructiav of
2indiians of  apporoximate

» J38R ang USA, they evarmcre
<2 Jurcoses means of ideolsogy

I



and above all propaganda.

By its content and forms, counterzrocsagarda

=
inside the country is an orgaric part cof the
ideological, political, labor, moral, and
patriotic training. in the arccess of
counterpropaganda work is chiaved the propagarcda
of the ideas of Marxism—lLenism, scientific
socialism, the practice of 1real <occialism, its
achievements and also its superiorities as

compared to  capitalism, the unmasking of the
reactionary content of anmti-communism of the forms
arnd methods of the undermining activity = f

imperialist prcpaganda centers.

The goals and tasks of counterpropaganda  are
to develcpe habits and the ability to carry out an
active strugszle against the penetraticon of harmful
ideslogy and propaganda intc Soviet society; and
de2velop amourg Soviet peoplz2 a demand for an
irterest ir the ideological strugle against
artagcnistic  ideclagy and practice and any
nagative phencmena in our reality.

N2 Sasic Turotisn € counterarcpaganda is 4h
Caily gmopaganda of the sucoess and  achievenante
=¥ socralisn, its sugeriority aver capitalisn,
Thae means o0f rass inforraticon literature and art,
=y methods accesizla te all, carry out propaganda
-f Y4ve Ssoviet way of 1if2 by strergtherning in  <he
~onssicusness =T Saovias pecglas fidelity to the
ideas <f communism and by developing in  them
oomnunist  convizotion, At the same time the tasx
of profazanda is to unmask the reactiorary essence
2f imzperalism arnd the bourgacuis way =f 1if=2."
Tha gurrernt =2mohaz:is - ooumt2rsrosagancda w3z instid
the Novemzer 1281 Zeritral CZommilttee Plenum of



Communrist Party of the ESoviet Union by Yuri Andropov.
Konstantin Cherneriko reiterated the need for

counterpreopaganda work ty fococusing increased attenticon on
the subject. Chernenko neoftad in his address at the Juna
13983 CZommunist Party of the ZSoviet Urnion Cenitral Zomnitise
Rlanum  "that impgerialist  'hawks? whosa2 class haired of

socialism cutweighs their cense of realilty ,2and scmetimes

oootinon sense  as o wNell

-
-
!
3
n
=
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“h
[
n
"
3
"1

te aparndon their

ro

intertiars of medclinrg e The internal atfairs of the

socialist courmtrias | i mupes of doiwg damage te  their

sacietal system. Irforratiocn—propaganda intervention by
irperialisnm against  worid scocialism pursuss the task of

aroviding a psaudoidacisglical foundatiosn unde~ the palicy of
- - - - - b ) i = — -~ -t g - =
pxgansianiszn ir Er a2 silifxry-stratagic ,political ard

esivoate 1 oo aosoi2bty i nmat form o 3vc Sy aTat chanmvelz
ard T give & promet ard zonclusliva reuff o his =Fffoevis,
Trarverss ocitaed decisicss Ao oveatz2 avarifiad system oF
cruntarpropazarda on & ratirrwaide scaw2’, A ‘all—amicn
—enter to study puz’ L oy at anmd ave M"all o urioyr ivstituta
T3 raise tha sw: T 2rRe=E=s wor4ews  :0C o oreate
additiornal telaviz . - A3 prograss arnd sgeozal
2
TraaTerzrogagands 2 ;oa.wed ab youinhl 't



Chernenka’s words grecipgitated & st of actions

thrcoughout Soviet society. With the introduction of
counterpropaganda, ST¥Fices and programs have beer
zetablighed in 211 szgqments of scciety. Organizational

3

—“anges a*% %the republic, oblast and rayons have been mace tc
ircorgorate ccuntersropagarnda and the military has bheen
quick %2  implament organizational siructures down to the
unit levels. It is important t2 examine this lat=zst Scoviet
campaign for two reascns. First, tc examine those societal
aroblems which *the Soviet leadership believes are major

3
cres, ard have irstituted a wational campaign against.

to help judge the =ffectiveness of the westarn world

-

Tmiz paper will explore

the izsue of Soviet counteesropaganda from the standsoint of
its =wekivationms ans the r2asons that 1t is  receiving

nostantial attentizv in the Soviat Union, It will aisc
exarirs the theory of coourterpropaganda and the methadology
with wnizh  thig carda: iz being pursued. Particular
issues of cencern for (ne Soviet counterpropaganda campaign

will be discussed vcLuding mational ethnic mirorities

(Eourgeois natioral cowuantering religious  rnfluence,

)
n

~ontact with ore . ., and Soviet ysuth. These 1issu

n

were Shosen  hbecawze they are  the predominant theme:

Al

urrcovered in  my reac:i:-3s 7 Saviet literatur=2 and their



Counterpropaganda THEMES AND THEORY

Cbunterpropagahda =2fforts in the Sov:et Union address a
host of internal problems within the society.The Soviets lay
the blame on external saurces for every malady in their
system even to classify influences as psychological war. In
evoring this war scare, Ye. fA. Nozhia, professor at the
Degartment of ideoclogical Work, Soviet Academy of Social
Sci=znces, states "Psychological warfare is intended to
undermine the moral and political unity of the pecples of

the USSR and otrte~ socialist countries to undermine our

T

—

i

]

[

mic develaopnert , %t Jiscredit socialiesm as a political

(1]
<

[

or
0

3

Counterpgropagarda s the uncompromising struggle

4
against wcocurgecis ideclagy and subversive propaganda.”

The Sovizis proclais that to look for a basis for the
counterpropaganda -a'm3.3- [ oe2s bheyond efforis to counter
the stepped—-up ¢ . ~Nar  initiated by the Reagan
administration, P coal in the Soviet Journal
Kormmurnist states that - st aragropaganda :émpai;r will
offset "the 2harge .- o rze~ialiszsm's ideclogical struggle



which came after the rise to power in the U.S. of R. Reagan
and his.accomplices'. The military—-inrdustrial cocmplex arnrd
the California monopolizst macia support him as arn cbediant
apostle of big business and an out-and-out anticonmunist ard

S
chauvinist. "

The theme of blamring the Reagan administration plays %o
bhé naranoia and irsacurity of the Soviet populace and
zrovides a convenient scagegoat for the leadersrio of the
Soviet system to lay the blame for interwnal problems and
focus attention away from  oroblem’s created by the system
and its leaders~ipg. This transfer of blame is ihtehdéd to

strargther the sS2oslzs reseclve and provide a  basis  for

icaslagical justificatizos of interral prohlens, Apgarently
thz lzadership =f 4h2 Sovi=t U-iocn sess  these 2rablznes as
real ftor=2ats to tThe system and ttheir own positicn Lo the
onower structure. This coviclusion ssarnrs gustifiad by the
vast attentior that the courtargropaganda campaigre _—

receiving and the ~igh lavels of the offizia

it. In its most rchzsessed Form this  oouriz=-opropaganca

:)

orogram becomes a ~atz  Smarica canmpaligh. The mosht a7 iUl

tremes in this lifa2-at.ura ace  that Sovietr  pabtrior oz
raquires hatred fir £z 2vany.. ., e carmod Traly love the
Sowviet homeland wit~o .7 -ating its agponenis....ourn  hatred



=Y
iz sacred. Soviet idegicgical writers oreate convolubted

written gyrations to exzlai= the existing arohlem

"
I
3
28

difficulties alien to socialiszm and t2 evade the possi

Sility
5
that they are ihe product of the socialist system it=zelf.

Ideclogy in theory is sunposed ta detarmine the Suildis

socialism and communism, =z  zive direction for inmvarially

-4

ie

1-3

correct 2o

(¥}

es of the stat=2, 2rd L rganize ard rally Z-e

a

)

ills saore holes inm EYe

“h

masses. Counterprogaganda
ideaolcgical system that d-oes nok readily account for some of

the endemic gproblems that persizt in Soviet scciety,

The ocumtzrarosagands “amIalgn  follows  the pecogaganrda
thzory o which  the Tovizis  z2Iivara, T Fazt the  oword
oropagarda s a2 :2rvzrly .zed wiord  23orzhieog & gcositivs
2ffect of spreadi+=z - ascpagandizivg T2 Tooanish oviord,
Howevar, ane must Aot soesTook Yte ZoanTic war iness
corngeveing all official sroc-cosczEmerts, Is i3 bk APl S
“rmowledzz that the Scocviey zubtliz ia sczustaned Yo 1o S

]
real meaning and irtart Zshisd 21213l zrapaganda.

Counterpropagar= TSIz AN 3T Fzllow P S2siz
srivizigles. Ore e T c2iple of unmasvircg TlszT iseing
the re2al mgtivationsg t=z- -7 T-ozzagandal ard  tha2 z¢m=2- g



anticipatory counterpropagarda {(builidiwg an immunity).
Praofessor Nozhin in ar article %itled 70 THE REITATOR OXN

COUNTER PRDPAGANDAR zsta2tzs "Tn counterpropaganda orae sees the

combingtion ofF the ability ofF th

]

idenlaogi
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=g
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W
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D
0
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~2ll argumented polamizss  agai=nst Bourgeais corc2pits and

views ‘t-ecrerizal sir.

fivm rebuff - grabaz-ad ar

to Zisrupt any itdszlzgical  swbhversion beirg carried out by
the class erieny. Twe goal of courterprosaganda is  tc

cgical immunity, a sernse of

N

ass iveeoorncilability with rasoect te Sourges

- i o hadindiindd 1%
12
—rooaganda. ™ .

Courtzrproscagards t=2s 0 Tezorg a walr ooocera for tha
Qoyigs arned foozzg, 2-ivielly Secawss o s migh orakis OF
youkS iv kb= servizes a2 Yrs soseegbitility 2F oot %o
weztgry 1atluenne ~bizv 077 Do diszTuszad » Zetall T2
iatar sschticon, Sediviioal Ly, Yhe2 Toaviet  rilitary zfior
raceives Srocader Sxgos. Tt Tastasts in Bte Fragse Wz ld £
“w211l as a Sroaday a2 T Toaiak sit= %3 rarge of
~ultures and backgr:

“Yasor Seneral M. O ,Zdenuty 2nief oFf kha Raoisabione
zw3d Progaganda Direat: cr o F rra Toviet NReay iad NawyT s



main Poclitical Directcorate, lists five intswrslated

for counterpropaganda gaidarce. Since countaerpors

o¥ffices have been cet us

astablishment this guidance gives us & Zirneco

military efforis,

First DSerneral Stanlir- statez %
of counterarocpazands work s tao
effectively develop ideclzgical s
class implacability toward sccial
and ta Zevelaog 2 durablae immunity %
anc views. Second, *he oounterpro
ig zallad upov cuiz2tly to  expose
impgerialist  propagarda. Third, 3
states that conducting < =}
wIirk —ears rnot corfliele =
cevrtain specifis achts
means S2irg 3
tmzerialisy . 1= ¥z
ideglogy and soll
% is 2OSITTANY
Suryg way oF
=oF Ams g7 lmpeE
tha anz vl
sooizty argd ta2 s3h
frmy and 13 pEes
suporesscrs T
=z vicEmen with o
zrnamy ard educat
=¥ the sremies =f
psace |, frzedom |
oranouncas that
crucial topic

S

ocountarprosa
present i

i om
1L (L an

A

)

interpretatio~ SN
and military-2:o° = 3=
with tThe armed © 2 says thaht it 1=
ar. imporSart Saz- o greozagarda ~zt =
silow the actliz-: € wvlze who szmetimes <rnowlirgly
v urRvawingly - .5 3 e a2lse’s Yture =2 Yo
spaak ,sprsadiog TLo-unds paractice and rurzrs

"

)



NATIONALISM AND LANGUAGE
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scme of the trtecretical iwmglizatior

114

=2

a0

af the Zuarrent Scv counterpropaganda campaign.  Naext we

will be looking at scme of the issues upon which this

campaign is focused ard get an increased fseling for what

+He Soviast lezadership has determined a3z the perceived

Droasently, the overwmelrirng nagerity =2 key lzadershipg
gositions in goverament, the Tommurist ca-ty, and the Ssviet
military ar=a held 5y Slavic Russiarzs, Th2 etbtrnicity issue in
tbz Zaviet Uniory g on2 shich iz o=celivirg zigrificant
traataent in the Soviat oz tersrozagarda carmpalzrs.
vatiornal etheaic minoritias ian tre Socviet Urdiors will sooo=
nubnumber zlavic Russians. i Zemzgraztiz 2hange 1 the
Soviat Urnion bhas k2ey a mabter f zoargcere o Tt 2 avi:z

l=zadershin. The Scvizt Uoloan 2owmsrisz2z oves ohme-hyrdeed
nationality groups =:-=2 of wi iR NECE 2t ore Sisw
indaperdent. Titizzr-, ~araly mizratas ~itS the swoepbiae of
Slavie Russiang who ol Teen 2aTiwrajad to emizrate f-ox
Lheir homre region, Tlaviz Russians are tha best edacatsd;

s
O]
I



motivated, ard more willing to <$ravel <$o vew corcsiruction
and industrial sites $o unde-take wew poroj=sts,. These
policies and mobility factors have glaced Slavs in conbro

of the best and most important jobs in cuter lying regicns.

Strategic Rococket Forces corbtalr almest all Slavz, CTiher
units cortain high percertages =f corscolidated ethric

but the leadershipg still remai

§
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Russians.

bae

po

itary axperierzz iz zfia2n thought to brisg a

Wt o this gphenomeEnon may

he revarsad in the Saovist zystas, Mith  oomitrol of key
lzadersoip posticre S-o2docnivantly 1 th2 hands zfF Y~e Slavs
an the  language pmoSiams awor i the sanksg, t-2 wilivary
exceriance may wragrify athn.z ¥z~ swces e the »illltary
‘=
P
and stinmnzlate athrio arimositias,

The ethnicity tzmaz i bma B[oviat Uniot i3 teresd
zourgesis natiorns’ .- Tt Qv iets Tlazsify waste--
influence as tr2 -l ast tordlzs to SvasZoTe . i tha
Timternatioralizaticos" ¥ Tovialt soztliety  as  grasentad in
wacenT cdntersrmozazi-da Lokt a2ratune,



The Riga Conference <f 1382 or Countering Scurgezis
Nationalism provided guidarce for dealirg with this  issus,
The conference proclaimed that  Yforeign ratioralistiz
rropaganda particularly urndar prezent-day corditions [ with
its zharp exacerbatiocn 2f irtarratizonal tensisn accoows
by a de=zgening aof the ideclogical st-ug3g
interratizoral scere ;i3 a mears of ideclozizal subveersion
against the USER ard the world socialist commornwnealth., it

D

ty of the world's

e

has as i¥s3 goal +the weakening of un

oragressive forces anc grirarily the unity of the sccialist

states. Ore of  the wain  areas of ant i-~commnunist,

anti~-scviet arngagarda 1z the efforits of  the bourgeois

Zigivformatiorn mactira “oous2d  sgainst the oriveislae of
<

ivterratiznaliszw.”

Traditiznally sy Tivz2 L2l Toviac l2aders ave
aronsurcad the diverse =ih-ic Zharactas of the Zoviebt natice
as advantagecus. Sovizs L Pave 2Ffisially vizasd the
ron—Russian natioral.-:.:3z =25 a wvehicla k=t sg~eading
sacialism to mar oot e, tecluding fthosg Tutsidae ke
Soviet berders; a-: -:niz, military, Jdswigrag-iz o ard

13
cultural assets. Tt Bhe ethnicity izsue inits Eme2iv
cournterpropaganda 22212 20 05 a sige of charge 1w o th-is view
- e
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and a public admissior that naticna y gsreblems are very
4

e
)
[

real concerns. Some experts in the f even 5o 3o far as

to say that ethnicity is a threat %2 the legitimacy «f the

Soviet state and to the stability of the Soviet ra2ginme.
Hawever, the GSoviats “‘hemselves rarely ment ioned the
h ]

regative aspects s5f their muliinaticoral society prior to the

28 on Soviat

[

counterpropaganda initiatives. western stud
natioralism may over dramatize the issuej; however, the fact
+hat they have focused on ratiznalism as an  issue for
counterpropagarda work says soma2thing abtout their fears and

caricerys,.

E R - I - < - -,
Related o the Nhols ratizralifty prohlzm 1s Yhe language
diversity of +the Coviet Unian, Itk gk RQussian is  Yke
=FFicial language and  larguags  of oocmmand 1o Yhe pilitary,

the pergentage oaf c2ople with nowledze ofF the  Fuscian
farguaze cubside RAussia’s cerdral re2gions ceclines ard i
some regions is 1imited. High priority urits with Sigh

sercerntages <¢f slavic mesbers have

larnguage but lower prisrit; drits «ith & ma

17
ethrnics have extreme . 1c.l%y wikth %the snother torgus,
Jdse of other larmzuaz=zs © 2fta2n restrictazd a3ad a1l zFSizial
writing ; libraries, -z Yraining iz iv Russzian. The
infiltration of fres= ~z L3 radio tramssissions and



literature in ethnic languages ,is very attractive +o
non—Russian speaking rembers. Soviet courterarspaganda
efforts attempt *o unmask the Ydeceitful" pursoses behind

these intrusions. V. L. Somolyanskiy From the U,8.8.R.

<t
o
0

Academy of Sciences states "The orocess of

n

irternaticnalizaticor 3f the sccialist way of life ig, as i
krniown, exaressad irn the ever-broader use of Russian by +he
peaples of our nation as a language 2f  interwmational
intercourse, For this reasaon, the idenlagists of
anticommunism Have directed %their arrows against this,

without going beycnd the vulgar versions of



RELIGION

Religion in the Zoviet Unionm is another target “2r the
increased counterpropaganrca campaign. Ddespite sixty-seven
years of official atheism, the Soviet Urion etill corntains a
large pcpulation <of religiosus believers. Signs of
revivalist terdencies ar2 appearing irvn parts of the socisty

as people seek some other dirensiorn beyond $he goverrment'®s

scientific materialisnm. Te many this concept has  worn

H211owW,. Even Scovizit stuadies suggest that  atiterncdarce in

couszh or yaligiouzs gatherings ite =2izher tharn in some
13

wastaerr countrisg, Tu couwrbar this reportsd religious

cneurce the soviets have raleed their ideocliogizal guand.

A state of total atha2ism is the goal z2f $he Saoviat state

and Soviet rhetoric o counter yaligicus beliefs. Gn
article by Magor COsireyis and FSerior Lisuterant Cutsulyalk
states "Our oconstitur iz~ cra-artass Fraesdonm o Zoarscienze.
This does rnot mean | “owsoa-, Yhat we wi1ll e [-Ziffa2rent Lo

Sy

tre fates of zecple «-o Yave heew irta2llectusl

religion. Sc much the wore must 1% be said that owe do oot



have the right to remain passive when we see the sersistance
and ingenuity some helievers frequertly demornstr-ate in thein
efforts to introduce one young nan I ar.othar o

20

religion. To the Scviets, marnkind will advarncz beyond $he

need far raligion. AQrmed with Marxist-lerinist philoscohy

their scientifically oriernted thirnking will abviata tre read

for religion. Ostreyko arnd Gutsulyak state "Individuals so

orisnted are rot goimg to faiil for 2ible fairy *tales ar
. 21
ailcw themselvaes to be takern in by the ' fishers of ment .
In *the military, antireligious coaunterpropaganda hHas
saome scgecial  fFzatures and  Jilemmas, The fact  itrtat  the
military serviozs hav2 zozh 2 jarge population of youth o owha

are rewmly sagaratsd ¥ shraotuse iz s=:arn =3 ZYi
Zzportunze Ltire  fo atheism. Thus raligizus
counterpropaganda i siilltary efforis Cfentars aon the youih,
A dile=oma =ften ariszs in the iliftary acnd Sovizt scolizaby o=
the religicus  issus. This  zogurs Z2zause thoz2 Witk oa
religinus pelief o2fiar, ~ave 3 strIrg work 2hhiz. They 2xzel
in a professional cazaenioy and =2 groveoted., Ir 2ffzot Yhey
fly in the face =of -t icaligliaus grogaganzsa, W2ligior is
rnot a condored pract ooz 11 s zornsilered allier to awzrale
ard discipline, Qv oo lzE oin the Sovizt gzu“ﬁél Yommunist
=y Captain Y., Zaveril:. zezlains "Thus religios  csbhoschively



hinders the molding, in the helievers, 2f the consciausness
of Soviet military duty ard hampers 1ts accomplishments, and
it pushes individual youths who are guided by the Thristian
commandments: YLove thine enemies?,* Thou zhalé% rat

kKiil* ,Ttheou 3halt ncoct gwear’,arnd so  farth towards a crinas

Q]

against the motherland...tiward refusal to 2rve iv the

2
=i

I

Saviat Army and take the cath. " Because religinus helief
is not legitimate in the Soviat system all religious
influence irn scciety is depicted as having foreign origins.

The entivre anti-religious campaign fits nicely with the

countaerpragaganda ohetaoric.

Countergropaganda writivgs  foous  or two mears €
imflience which ara affzcting Soviet society. Firast Is *he
2qigre cornection, Haviag  i12ft the  s2ourity f 0 mother
Russia, smigres are de2iotsed as turring 22 religlion, The
SBoaviets seg the2ir coaniurnizatizris Wit relatiors I the
Zaviet Lrizv as the cridary soarces for wreliglicsus i-€lux, s
Saviet book By AL A, N¥ar~as'as states "Rescilornary zmizrs
oxiitical iwmtriguers alwayzs ztlay &t religion, St zentars
as the Vatician, Er:-. . lzrter Sor Janovans Wit -szsses, the
so called "Evangel. o~ v tne Toarnunist Coumbrisas® [ Yilig-t
in the Sast’,’Ruszz . I .rzh Abrzad’ ang ocihers are
2speclially ‘zealiz .o’ ttese aefforis, SO Srem
crxordirate their acti:-s t: zve degree 2 ancht-e: wits  tre

i
1]
™~
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argans of bourgeois propaganda. The ncstil=2 emigre clerics
are trying even harder to maligwn ever Lhe activity of
religious associations in cur country.The political dead =en

fram the anti-—-soviet emigre camp have iruly black sauls  and

o

O]

Z2ark intentiorns ,covered ir a religious guise.

The second source of influerce originatzses from re2ligicous

Uriian attempting to ax

=2

ct

centers outside the Sc

<
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-
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religion to the Russiar peopla. “he radioc Sroadcasts arnd

tavature are the evil doings of %he

[2
}a

intrusion of raligious

Zizmiszsm  and

“h
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]
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0
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slam. Sovi=a2ts speak of

kR
as a major anti-oomurisht center and ths  orusade xgainst
Zamararil =5, They accusz Vatlizanm radic and  newsgagers ofF

zatvarsively dizforiieg 5he fore2ign and Zoresztic Zilicziss oF
tNe Caviast Unior. They speak of tta2 Lradiftional gre_uedice
agalrss Qzmmuerism of T-e Isilanic coomunity, The gar-.slantlc
aropagandizing of %he  worid Iziawiz statz2 promoted Ly
o=
st
corsarvative Muslim mo-ar 25 ra2gires. Zioriism is povirayed
as a main w2apore - Lozeslalism against the U S, T0R.,
sspousing chauvi- .. cazism, anti-zomnurisn, and
arti-sovietism. Gro .- _.i2% propaganda in Ziznist o2irolas
make coestart  apgp2sl . w0 Lt2 "Jewish Question”. The Soviets
call  For Yhe unmas-Ll ; o F thg  ideclogical  and olitical

|
1o
-
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feel threatened and ascsaulfed on all Fronts of the religioccs
issues, although writings =n Isiamic oconcerns appear to ke
more subdued. This coculd be because the Saviet Muslim
population is Surni and Ry and large guiescernt or Lt could
ce in deference to the large siza of the Muslim population,
The parancia cf the leadership in *the Soviet Urica is

tguched by all the major r»elijions of the world.



FOREIGN CONTACTS

Cortacts with foreigners is  another area of corngern in

(44

he sountergropaganda cawpaigne. In this area the fear of

foreign influence tuo internal securit 3oes Deyornd
Aaropagarnda  rhetoric and nas resulied in additional

restrictions on rights and changes in the Soviet criminal
code. Ideoiogical writings are aimed at increasing the

lars, Zorder gueards and  others who have

[N

vigilance of s3a

“regue+nt contact with westerrners. Sovists are cautioned
that every word or 2zt f Forazigrners muest b2 oovsidared with
gsome deceitful  furacsa in nind. Viutzor Tyska From  the
Russian sord o f NaraoZea Jescribas the westarn

agproachy"foreign saamen  sr-ange so-called tests  =fF  She

vigilance of bordear trops. They waxke uwsa <oF  the whale
arcsena: of Forms of ildeclzgical  siruggle. (Attractively
Packagecd chewing gum, sther 3g3ifts, litaraturs w~ith no
artistiz content; in ce~%tain casses foreigr seamer even go as

far as ta offer so0ir2%s to YHh2 sorder i

cigarette lighters, 2ictu-2  aosters. By *%treze means they
try to make their azgual farmce, in these casz2s.,the Dbordar

n
L



Navy units visiting overseas

free asscociation with host countries,

of a small group of =wen accompanied hy

scrutiny of an officer ard senior eonl
witnessing a Soviet ship visit Yo Tunistia I

contacts with laoecals sSeing kept to a
Infrequent visits to taown by ESoviet cseamen
daily ideological lzctures seewmed to l=zave
the individual seamen to Judge or interpret

other cultures by these experiences.

Shore parties

ports have never heen alliowed
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isted man., J

chserved Savied

bare mirnimum.
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Es
-

<
[u]

2 pik

i

(-

[t oo Lt

0

-

~

he valiue

v}

Interest in corntact with foreigrers s driven by many
reasons, cne of which iz the irntaerest in the availability of
carsurer  goods. TRiz is  a seasitive suboezt to tre
lz2adership. The Saviet:z comment that Tarcther scarcdalogs
cliche is ceonstartly zrssent in the poizomous  arseral > ¥
anti-soaviefisy...a2xpations about  Yforgetting  the veeds of
the oonzuner? in the IS8R, Here as well i=e faleifiars
display their total inmpoterice. The srntire world krnows thad
osur narty's highest praogran gal has teen and contirles o
te a steady rise ir ithe material and cultuiral  1ivisg

23
standards of the Sc..2v Zsxple.”
Iin effarts $o serpgetaate fthe parancia aboudl cantact wikh

ny
;a



foreigners new Soviet legislation restricts rights for all
soviet citizens as well as foreigners visiting the Saoviet
Union. "The U.B5.8.R. law on 'state crimes’ as amenrnded in
January 1984 has placed sweeping powers in the hands of the
authorities. Its provisions have broadered +the definition
of treason to includa acts threatering 'state security? awnd
the definition of 'state secrei’ to include the corcept of
*work related secret’. Now Soviet citizens face the
possibility of criminal charges if they provide virtually
any kind of informatior to a foreigner without official

authorization. Enforcement of these could place in jeopardy

o

cviet cit

ped
]

al zens who e2ngage in unsfficial contacts with

foreigrners and alsa> place in J2cpardy travelers to the

U.8.5,%. as tourists, Susinessren exchange programs  ,or

“moee irwvolved in academin activiti

W
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ped

these laws ard grocedures ir the Soviat system lsave

]

a great latitude nd: interpretation up ta enforcing

'Pe)

aofficialg., The laval 2f a2nforcement can dirzctly ralate t-
the current state - ivferrmatiocral relatio=s, Saviet

society can be liker=s<d -: 3 Zortaoise withdrawing intao

shell during times ¢ .~oreased displeasure Sy the

3
I

leadership with forei13- -2liat:ians. The laws and proc2dures

are all in place 42 ~_-%r2l the ralaticrs of the anogpulace

1

witn the outside w~crl

I
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w
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YOUTH

The most consistent and freguently mentioned topic  among
Soviet caounterpropaganda writings deals ~ith the
vulnerability of youth. The susceptibility of youth is a
thread that runs through all topics of the courterproapaganda
campaign. However, i1t is most often refered to in topics of
consumerism (fascination with abundant luxury and *rappirngs
of tha West) ac well as with the fads and youth culture of
the West. Richard Tempest ivn arn article titled YCOUTH SOVIET
STYLE covciudad by saying that "the ideological walls oF the
Scviet state might moee 23s5ily be bLbreachez2d By oop wusic and

32

sizzaz than By Ziomisa and Sclzhenitzyn.” The youth
2ulture of the Soviet Uriorm has  adapted fads from £he West

aimsosst =2ntirely. For  example nusizc s serntiarad as

w

something that seems nmost 'harmless?!-——musiz, It has bean

transformed by the eremy vtz a weapon irn the struggls for

the spirits of the yz-.- ;.7 This has promptad a great Zeal
of concery among the oo leadership #hlich {2 ore of the
reasons w~hy youth izs.e: 12 30 fraeguerntly addresss=d.

fu
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One dilemma arises when tHe Savi=ts attzmpt €2
strengthen the idenslogical daefenses =32 the youth.
Attempting to unmask the frivolity and absurdity of Western
youth culture ofter leads to an increasad fascination and
desire of Soviet yaouth to know more about the Western

worlid.

The other factor that may trouble Seoviet leadership iz
the lack of Russian historical perspective of the ynuth.

Soviets frequently r2live the struggles of the World War Two

»e

conflict. This hras beer. a suhject which touches the
emosions of Savizat szociezty. Surviving the invasion of the
Ierman Aray and sufferinzg twernty millicon casualti=ss is  a

griesome expgerienc2 whizih nas played a major raolz2 in 3haping

=@ character and tho.3nts f the  Soviet populaticon, The
paroblan exists with the yourger Zoviats who zarrol relate %o

thig struggle for survival a2rd for whom the replayirg of tha

adds to these fackores - atwu-al proclivity o yaoutk 3
smnallenge and gquest_:- . -° ik, we nave Ihe2  Zasis  for oa
sericus problem Tor - .2% laadershig.

The problam o7 Vi2razion af Soviet youth from the



Communist regime was spelled out in Cherrenko’s remarks

during an All Army Conference of Secretaries of Homsomol

organizations and these fears have reverberatad *ithroughout

38
the Soviet press. Disenchantment with youth is riot a rew
issue by any means but the level of attention it ig

receiving particularly in the counterpropaganda campaign is

a new indication of important corcerns.

The counterpropaganda campaign directed toward youth is
particularly applicahle to the military for two reasons.
The first reason 1is +%that ¢the military has such a large

number of 2uths and, zecondly there are concerns about
3

L

diszsent amcorng youth., This is eviZent amoung those who have

§

taner part in the &fganistars invasior, Thiszs zarticular
izsue was discussgd with a Sovizt defector sho irdizated YHe
istenad to Westerr radio broadcasts  freom  t-e
Voize of Onrerica ard the Sritigh IDroadecasting Company.

However he corceidesred ttese reccerts  as nein as nuch
4 h

orapaganda as Soviet rewspapers and radic brcadcasts. It
was rot until his perscornel exgerience in Afghariztan that he
Had first hand experiarce with whizh Yo analyze the veracity

of the news reportz he w~as nearirng.

[
w
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is one way that the Saviet leadership has attempted to deal

with this serious problem. Colonel Sereral Viktor
Chebrikov, Deputy Chairman of the KGQ places ycuth
counterpropaganda issues in four cat=gories. Thebrikov
calls for the need to counter revisionisn. This g +the

suggestion to  youth that ithe clder generation i3  hadly
building a rnew society. He calls for countarpropaganda to
deal with the bourgecis propagarda that is driving a «wedge
hetween the generations. Bourgecis rationalism is the
planting of natioralist cravings in  youth that could git
Soviet nationalities azainst =ach other. Cornsumerism is the
next aresa of majoar Soncern, Zorisumerism is the
encouragement in youth of the id=2a that 1ife in the west is

much batter than in the U . Z.Z2.R., to irculcate a negative

attitaude towards socialisn, Firally, ne 2ails for
counsarpgropagarda o Zeal witn growvocatiaw, 1.8., attempts
+z compromise Sovist ocit:izers ¥o l2ave ther opeEn for

recryitment Sy esgiovage agenits.

These themes are

sieces. Soviet leae-z5.z stressaes imoroving (declogical

woark oriented toward  Laooothy and azgualisting stodernts with
t e need for coriticiz: T falzifiers of commurnisa, Measures
of praventive courter - agarda are called for, The Soviets

zay tha* they must strzagt-sw  the ability =2f youth to have

!
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well-argumented facts and necessary practical skills ¢to
propagandize the achievements of the world scocialist system
and the advantage of scocialism in the Socviet way of life.
1t is the same issue of attempting to develop a sense of
participation of ycuth in the ideclagical siruggle which

tends to backfire wher the youthful fascination with western

culture comes to play. . Curinovichin in an articl

0
IS
3

Sovetskaya Belorussiva said that ‘"taking advantage of the
popularity that reocck ’°»' roll and disco music has among

ynung people, the eremy uses the air waves and smuggling in

to aur caounir the =eeds of an alien culture, and arn alien
24
way of life". in response, the ycouth of the Soviet Union

is craving more of the farbidder fruit.,

Yauth iz an issu2 wnizh  suvfaces in 2vary  sraviously
nent isrned area =f oouslarprogaganda. Wwhether 1t iz the
vulnerabiliity of yout- %o mationaligtiz feelings o the
sussectinility of youis  to religio2us influereca, or the
declining ability of y:.th to speak the mcither &
zn larger birth ratss -~ rcrn—Slavic reEglons?, the youth
issue is pervasiva. . ~rtarpropaganda anpgears ta Se tEhe

ieast effective amr>-
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VEHICLES OF INTRUSION

=Having discussed the themes of Sovietl courterpropaganda
issues it iz fittirg *o Fiscuss how the Soviz=ts view the
vehicles ~f intrusion into their sccoliety. It 1s conceivable
that by studying counteroropagarda we might develop a sernse
of success or measure ofFf =2ffactiveness for Westsrn efforts
to penetrate %the claosed Sovisei scociety. This can be done
Sut ornly with a sense of caution. Corunterpropaganda gives
us ar irndication of what Soviet legaders fear withim  their
society. Westzrn oropagarda 1z only cacitalizing on
araslenms which alrsady 2xi1z% in Sovizt sco

tma prime motivator For YFa2se groblawms.

iz xf destern propagarnda
ggreading via mail, wvia zZaoritact with Russian gnigrants, wvia
faregign vizitors to the Zaviet Uricrm, via the mow  3usperded

direct-dial phone servica with the Hest, and by suoversive

literature smuggle: - tha courtry <r pri=tazd Dy
urauthorized mear= L e Scviet Urior., However, tme
broaadecast media iz -z | zaz=2st cuiprit source F propagarda
inStryusion on the RBusz o~ z2zzle, Televisian acs a vehicle

t
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for propaganda is technically limited to bLorder areas
because of the limited range of -ground broadcoasy sigrnals.
It is, nevertheless, b=zlieved that Finnish news coverage of
the Polish Solidarity Ilabor movement mctivated Russian
Estonian workers to attempt £t formm a  maoncommunicss iabor
movement which was sguelched through an extensive 2font by
the YGB8B, It has alsno hkeen reported that the “3B has

ronducted raids to confiscate video recorders that Rave been

used ta show western praogramming. The television thraat is

b

viewned as a potential Ffuture prceblem with denouncements of
the threat of direct LYroadroast <elevision into all areas of

-
32

the Soviet Union.

The most oftzr rerticznazd Yarget in th2 courbterpropagarda

caxvzoaizvw iz the radit “rzadcocash media, Radizo Fresa

= Tuaropa,
Radia Liherty, Vaolios of Ameriza, Hritish Zroadecastirg

a=2rebtrating the oy Tootaln, The sammivg =F these
bYroadecasts i an oo 2.z sign =f the Saviat faar <of
inmtrusiony however, o Tzar that *t =2ce scurces hava
captured an audie-._ i rorae e2ducatesd arc so3histioata2d
secple ivn the Sovie: .3 ar even gresater conzesy,

|
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CONCLUSION

In TUNMArY, the study aF the Soviet Union?s
counterpropaganda campaign allocws us to view Saviet sociaty
from the perspective of their leadership. Cbunterprcpaganda
is often used to lay the blame on exte%nal sources for every

malady in the Soviet system, an ideclogical scapegoat for

4

systemic problems. de2l2gy provides the thread which holds
~he Soviet system itaogether ard empowers  the leadership.

Varinous sociz2tal groblems such 25 2thnicity, language ard

raligion should have long  zeen cutgrown by strict
interoretation of Marxisti-Lenist iZeology. Laying blam =g g
axternral scouccas than Seccres fdezlizsglioally oovmvanisnt for
the Scviet lzadership btz gustify th2 continuing natoere of
Lthessa oreblems. Ry studying the directicr o¥F the
zaunterarasgaganda ore gets a f=eling far the »aw re-~vas of

+he Saviet leaderchiz.

The issues of 45z *his campaigrn invaelvae Soviaet scoziaty

zernerally, as well asz "-~a Eoviet militar,, The groblzms

addressed by military acthors are sirilar ard in score  oazes

exacertated 5% L-= milifary structure. The wany
_-‘ —



nationalities af the Soviat state have proven ta Le a

resource of disharmarny as well as a source o f
diversification. This concerm I3 accentuated in the
military particularly when one considers the lariguage

Ien

giversity in the Zaviet =ailitary and the problem this

creates Far the comrard struct

[

re. Religious influence

)
W

still alive aflter many years SF state praoclaimed atteisn.

Catholicism, Zianismn, ard Islam are all forces that  ars

threaterning to the Scowviet leadercshinp. The last issue
discusse? was Soaviet youih, It is the isszue that

encompasses all the other corcsErnms and  is potertially the
mcst sericus to the Sovizt  lezadershig. The Soviets

cortinually mentisr the susIe2stibility oF youth to  forseign

Irazaganca, The oculitur2 ard lifa2stylas of the Hest are
provacative to the younger gernzratlions and yet the efforts
af the Toviets €2 Ldszolzgizally stwsngihen and tsaolatae the
youtk znly zsem  $.I 0 srhancs vtz Zazire and agnify  the
intew-2zt 29 youth 1w Westary ways.

Conclusions  atouir the zhavsior and atbtitudes of peccle

in a closed scciety =20z -2t 2lways 2asy; hTwevsry, the

actions of the mos: e ok Zawvisk lgaders *fave shown  a
definite cowncsyn o Th o 0 zant fors Yhaeze i33zuas, It zazZp=2ars
ahvioces fram their e o L rarcemerts  that 2% has  bYecoews
2asior 22 explain Touizt s3:212%al groblems Dy assailicg tha



Uritted States, capitalism and Westerrn stardards.

Lastly we looked at the reportzd vehicles of sraopagarnda
intrusion into Snviet society for measure of effectivercsss
2f western id=2as to hurtla the iron curtairn., Talavigsian is
the fear >f the fuature bul radio is the major culperit of the
present.
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